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Bill Type and Number:  Ordinance 2012-446
Sponsor: Council Member Gulliford:
Date of Introduction: July 24, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU; F; RCD
Date of Analysis: July 27, 2012
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: The ordinance appropriates $200,000 from the Council Operating Contingency and Lobbyist Fees to the ST. Johns River (Mayport) Ferry Commission Cash Carry Over Account to be used to operate, maintain and or improve the St. Johns River (Mayport) Ferry; provides for a carryover of funds to Fiscal Year 2012-2013.

Note:  The source of funding cited in the ordinance’s title is at variance with the source cited in the body 


             of the bill.
Background Information:  At its February, 2012 meeting, the Jacksonville Port Authority’s Board of Directors decided that JaxPort would cease operating the St. Johns River (Mayport) Ferry September 30, 2012.  The ferry had previously been operated by the City and the State of Florida, respectively.  Viewing this development as detrimental to the area’s economy and tourism, activists and officials organized a grassroots effort to find a viable way of keeping the ferry in operation.  Funding is a  key factor.  A task force comprised of community activists was created.  The City Council enacted legislation that created the St. Johns River Ferry Funding Ad Hoc Committee.  The City Council subsequently created the St. Johns River Ferry Commission as an entity that could receive funds and operate the ferry.   This ordinance appropriates funds to enable the St. Johns River Ferry Commission to operate, maintain or improve the ferry.  JaxPort has previously committed $200,000 to keep the ferry in operation and the hope is that the Florida Department of Transportation can make a commitment in the amount of $300,000. 
Policy Impact: St. Johns River Ferry Commission
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates $200,000
Analyst: Jackson

[image: image2.wmf]_975916892.unknown

